October Newsletter
From City Councilor Marc Laredo
Dear Friends
I hope that you are staying
safe and healthy, have been
fully vaccinated (with
booster shots if appropriate),
and wearing masks in
accordance with our city
rules.
This month, I will focus on
development and the
upcoming elections in
Newton.

Development and Zoning
In September, the City Council unanimously approved two
major projects and I support both.
Riverside: Riverside is a transit-oriented
development, will provide a balance of commercial
(including life sciences) and over 500 residential units,
and makes good use of an undeveloped parcel. It’s
also a good example of the beneﬁts of collaboration
with and buy-in from the surrounding neighborhood,
in this case, the considerable involvement of a strong
Lower Falls Neighborhood Association and the Ward
4 City Councilors to address issues of scale, size, and
traﬀic.
2Life Communities at the JCC: This project on the
Jewish Community Center campus on Nahanton
Street will provide 174 units of housing to moderate
income seniors along with access to programs and
services already provided to Coleman House, the
aﬀordable housing project next door. The non-proﬁt
developer carefully thought out the project to make
good use of the site. It will provide an important
housing addition to an underserved community.

Development in our city is healthy, necessary, and
appropriate. So, what role does the City Council play in
that process?
Except for certain projects built under chapter 40B and
some exceptions for religious and educational institutions,
all major development projects in Newton must be
approved by the City Council. I feel strongly that the City
Council must be an advocate for the residents of the city.
That means listening to and doing our best to address the
concerns of those most aﬀected by the project (often the
immediate neighbors), requiring that all projects achieve
our environmental and climate change goals rather than
“rewarding” developers for meeting these expectations,
and scrutinizing each project, including its size and scope,
to make sure that each one meets what should be our very
high standards for our city.
We can and should promote good development that
increases the vibrancy of our city and diversiﬁes our
housing stock. But we need to do so thoughtfully and
carefully.

Elections and Endorsements
On November 2, we will be voting in several contested
races for City Council. After 10 years on the City Council
and 8 on the School Committee, I have always found
certain qualities are keys to success for elected members
including (a) having a practical, results-oriented approach;
(b) being an independent thinker; (c) willingness to engage
in vigorous debate while at the same time be open to
changing their own views; (d) working collaboratively; and
(e) remembering that they work for the residents of this
city, not to further special interests or their own ideology.
Here are my endorsements for the At-Large City
Council races--all voters can vote for these candidates:
John Oliver, Ward 1--Incumbent. John was elected
to the City Council in March and has proven to be a
valuable member of the Council. A staunch supporter
of improving our infrastructure, including our athletic
ﬁelds and other recreational facilities, he brings a

calm, thoughtful approach to our work.

www.johnoliver4newton.org.
Pam Wright, Ward 3--Incumbent. An engineer,
Pam has spent her ﬁrst term on the City Council
focusing on zoning. She asks tough questions, delves
into the details (critical for zoning which is all about
the details), and provides clear level-headed analyses.
We need to keep her voice on the City Council.

www.wrightfornewton.org.
Rena Getz, Ward 5. Rena Louisa Getz Escudero de
Geltman is a long-time resident who has been an
active member of our community, including currently
serving as the vice-chair of the Waban Area Council
and a board member of The Friends of Hemlock
Gorge. She will be a strong advocate for our schools,
village centers, and open spaces.

www.renagetz.org.

Lisa Gordon, Ward 6. Lisa grew up in Newton
before returning here to raise her family. Lisa served
as the Executive Director of Youth against Racism in
Europe, an organization dedicated to combatting
racial violence by neo-Nazi groups against Black and
brown people. She has a long and impressive history
of working in our community and is thoughtful, an
excellent listener, and committed to representing the
residents of our city without trying to impose her
ideological views on others.

www.lisagordonfornewton.com.
The following are my endorsements in the Ward
Councilor races (you can only vote for these candidates if
you live in their wards):
Kevin Riﬀe, Ward 1. Born and raised in Ward 1,
Kevin has been actively involved in the community,
including serving on the board of directors of the John
M Barry Boys and Girls Club. A recently retired
senior director at Comcast, Kevin will bring valuable
management experience to the City Council as well as
the perspective of someone who worked his way up
from the ground ﬂoor to a leadership role. Kevin is
hard-working, direct, attentive, and focused on the
local issues. He will do an excellent job representing
the residents of Ward 1.

www.ri eforward1.com.

Julia Malakie, Ward 3 Incumbent. Julie is
completing her ﬁrst term on the City Council where
she has been a strong advocate for the residents of

Ward 3. Julia has consistently demonstrated her
independence and willingness to ask questions on the
City Council with a singular focus on what is in the
best interests of her constituents and the city as a
whole. Julia also has been a leader on environmental
issues, especially preserving and enhancing our tree
canopy. We need Julia to continue her work on the
City Council.

www.juliamalakie.org.

Barry Bergman, Ward 6. Barry is a certiﬁed public
accountant with both an MBA and a master’s degree
in taxation, who will bring strong ﬁnancial and
analytical skills to the City Council. As someone with
multiple sclerosis, he knows ﬁrst-hand the challenges
we face in making our community more welcoming to
those with disabilities. Barry currently serves on the
board of director for Temple Emanuel and his family
are active members of the Jewish community. He will
be a strong advocate for the residents of Ward 6.

www.barrybergman.org.
This is my endorsement in the School Committee
races (all Newton voters can vote in these races):
Paul Levy, Ward 6. Paul will bring a long history of
leadership and public service to the School
Committee, including as the chief executive oﬀicer of
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, executive
director of the Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority, and the board of directors of MIT. He will
be willing to ask tough questions while working
collaboratively with his colleagues to continuously try
to improve our schools. We will be well-served with
Paul on the School Committee.

www.paulevy.org.

As always, I welcome your thoughts, questions, comments, and
criticisms!
Thanks,
Marc
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